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Wow, did that ever feel like a long winter. I can’t remember a winter where we had so many 
above normal and below normal temperatures. It felt as though we didn’t have any days of 
just normal temperatures. I couldn’t believe the weatherman when he said we had 179 days 
in a row of snow on the ground. That really explains why we are such a resilient bunch here 
in Saskatchewan. 

As I’m writing this we in the Healthcare Industry have already started into our new year 
(April 1) and new budget. In the provincial budget it was announced that there was new 
money available to the Healthcare sector. After reviewing it I could not find any mention of 
Long Term Care so I don’t know what that means. We usually get our budget from the region 
sometime during the summer and even into the fall so we are praying that the new Sask 

Health Authority will pass some of that new money on to us. It would be great to have our funding equal the 
level of care that the Ministry wants us to provide.

Back in February we started on our Recreation Department renovations. Five weeks later we took down the 
hoarding and revealed the new expanded floor space to our residents and staff. It’s amazing that in order to 
renovate the Rec. Dept. we had to do renos to three other rooms. It has all worked out and the comments 
have been very encouraging and the residents are thoroughly enjoying the extra space.

This year’s Walk & Roll-a-thon on June 9, which is a week earlier than usual, will have its fundraising efforts 
allocated to replacing the flooring in the Recreation area.

On April 18th we celebrated Volunteer Appreciation Week with a barbeque 
for the 50 volunteers who give of their time and talents to help our residents. 
Without volunteers the residents would not enjoy the quality of life that they so 
deserve. Volunteers help out in our walking program, meal time feeding, bus 
excursions, Sunday pastoring and more. We are so Blessed.

In 1 Peter 4:10 it says, “As 
each of us has received 
a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”

May everyone have an awesome, safe, healthy 
summer and thank you for all that you do for our  
Care Home.

~ Clint Kinchen, Administrator
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Meet the Resident: Berna Jones
Written by: Sydney Luther 

My grandma Berna is one of the best 
people I’ve ever known. Hardworking, 
optimistic, well-mannered, and funny, 
she’s touched many lives. I’ve been 
blessed to have been close to her my 
entire life. When my family moved from 
Calgary to Saskatoon when I was 11, one 
major draw was being closer to Grandma. 
Now here, in a sort of longwinded 
nutshell, is Granny’s life story:

Mary Berna Brice was born on September 
4, 1922 in Darlingford, Manitoba to 
parents Pearl and Harry Brice. Known 
always as “Berna,” she was a smart and 
good-natured child. She had an older 
sister named Joan and soon her three 
younger siblings came along: Doreen, 
Carol, and Bill. The family moved to 
Lawson, Saskatchewan when Berna was 
young and then eventually settled in 
Riverhurst, where Berna lived until she 
turned 18. 

Harry Brice was a prominent member of 
the Riverhurst community during Berna’s 
childhood. Harry was a longtime Scout 
Master and eventually “Harry Brice Scout 
and Guide Camp” — an area of Palliser 
Regional Park — was named after him. 
Their family spent a lot of time in Palliser 
Park, so this is a fitting tribute.

Berna did well in school and I hear she 
was very popular with the boys in her 
grade. I remember her telling me that 
they just wouldn’t leave her alone! Despite 
these distractions, Berna graduated Grade 
12 in 1940 and moved to Regina . She 
was later joined by her sister Carol. There 
the girls lived with “Aunt” Alma, a friend 
of their Uncle Bill’s. 

Berna always wanted to go to University, 
but her family could not afford to send 
her when she was young. Instead she 
attended Secretarial School. During this 
time, Berna sadly lost two boyfriends in 
World War II. 

In the mid-1940s, Berna and Carol moved 
to Saskatoon. Carol was moving for 
school and Berna decided to tag along. 

There, the women boarded together. 
Family friends, the Spencers, lived nearby 
and also boarded students, including a 
handsome young accounting student 
named Emerson Luther. When Berna met 
Emerson, she was immediately smitten. I 
remember Grandma telling me about this 
moment many times. She adored him. The 
couple was married in 1946. 

Emerson was a Chartered Accountant who 
owned his own business. After marrying, 
Berna and Emerson built a house on 5th 
Street in Saskatoon. Their first child, Brian, 
was born in 1950 and was followed by 
John in 1952. The family then moved to 
North Battleford, where they had their 
third child, Vivian, in 1955. 

The Luthers moved again in 1956, this 
time to Lloydminster. They had their fourth 
child, Glen (my dad), in 1958. They also 
purchased a small cabin at Sandy Beach 
Regional Park that year, a cabin which 
remains in my family to this day. Berna 
and Emerson’s youngest two children 
were also born in Lloydminster: Wendy in 
1960 and Sheila in 1964. 

Berna worked as a Church Secretary at 
Grace United Church from 1966 to ‘71. 
Her faith was, and still is, quite important 
to her. She insisted her children attend 
Sunday School each week (at least until 
they were old enough to refuse) and 
has always remained a devout Christian. 
I’ve always admired her ability to keep 
her religion close to her heart while still 
remaining open-minded and progressive. 
I always say that as the United Church 
became more liberal, so did Grandma.

In 1969, in a tragic turn of events, 
Emerson died suddenly at age 47 of a 
heart attack. In order to afford raising six 
kids on her own, Berna sold Emerson’s 
accounting business. Berna does not often 
speak of how difficult this situation must 
have been, but I can only imagine this 
kind of heartbreak.

In 1973, Berna and her three youngest 
children moved back to Saskatoon. She 
worked at the Math Department at the 
University of Saskatchewan. At this time, 
she also became involved in St. Paul’s 
United Church in Sutherland. 

In 1975, Berna married Greville Jones, 
who had also recently been widowed. I 
remember Grev from when I was young. 
He was a kind and sweet man. Grev 
had seven children of his own: Marilyn, 
Vivien, Rosalyn, Carol, Alan, Valerie, and 
Brian. Grev had been a soldier in World 
War II and had been a prisoner of war 
in Germany during that time. He later 
worked at the Farm Credit Corporation 
until his retirement. 

After they married, Grev and Berna 
bought a house on Mount Allison 
Crescent in Saskatoon, where they lived 
with each of their three youngest children 
(who all, coincidentally, attended the 
same high school, Evan Hardy Collegiate. 
I’ve always thought there’s a movie script 
in there somewhere.

Berna and Grev travelled a lot in their 27 
years of marriage. When Grev retired, 
he bought a motor home. They enjoyed 
cross-country skiing, walking, and bird 
watching. They also built a cottage at 
Coteau Beach on Lake Diefenbaker. They 
greatly enjoyed spending their summers 
there. 

The couple moved several times after their 
children moved out, and eventually ended 
up at Luther Riverside Terrace, a senior 
living community. In the year 2000, Berna 
and Grev celebrated 25 years of marriage. 
I remember this party fondly (I was eight).  

Grev suffered several strokes before 
passing away in 2002 when Berna was 80 
years old. After his death, Berna moved 
into an apartment at McClure Tower. She 
switched churches and became involved 
in McClure United Church, which was 
located in the same building. She enjoyed 
singing alto in their choir for many years. 
In 2013, Berna moved to the higher-care 
facility in the same building, Amy McClure 
House. 

On the Luther side of her family, Berna 
has 10 grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren. On the Jones side, she has 
14 grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren, 
with one more on the way! 

In the summer of 2012, we threw 
Grandma a 90th birthday party. The sheer 
number of people at this event showcases 
just how many lives Berna has positively 
affected. 

In October of 2016, Berna moved to Circle 
Drive Special Care Home, where she 
currently resides. She quite enjoys her 
home and really appreciates the staff that 
work with her daily.

At 95 years of age, Berna is visited by 
family often and loves getting out and 
about in Saskatoon. Although she has 
suffered some health problems, Berna 
continues to be the lovely, positive, and 
witty person she always was. She recently 
remarked “I don’t think I can complain 
because I have a good life.” Grandma 
Berna is such a positive force in the world 
and in my life. I’m so thankful I have 
been allowed to be so close to such an 
incredible lady.



Caring for the Soul
By Julie Bergen, Spiritual Care Co-ordinator 

Just as we consider the transition from winter into spring, each of us 
transitions through different seasons of life.  The transition to long-
term care can be one of those seasons, coloured by concerns, regrets, 
hopes, and dreams.  Each of the residents at CDSCH has their own life 
story with significant people and events that help define who they are.  
By providing for spiritual care we take another step in fulfilling our 
core values, caring for individuals with compassion and respect and 
striving to meet each person’s need for quality of life.

The intention of spiritual care is to listen to another at the soul level.  This means offering compassionate presence, 
hearing people as they express their understanding of self and their place in the world, respecting each person in their 
humanity.  In my work as a spiritual care provider I seek to meet each person where they are at, supporting them in 
their beliefs and values, and facilitating their reflection.  Many of the residents at CDSCH have a faith tradition that they 
hold dear and I wish to support them in strengthening and adapting their faith to their current life experience.  

Beyond one-to-one visits, the spiritual care program at CDSCH includes a weekly bible study group on Tuesday 
mornings where discussion and reflection on scripture leads to spirited conversations.  Sunday afternoons at 3:00 
we hold ecumenical worship services lead by a variety of volunteer clergy and community members.  On the first 
Thursday of each month a communion service is held for all residents who wish to attend and reflect on their place 
in this community of God’s care.  There are also devotions held on Friday mornings and many opportunities for 
celebrating and worshiping in song.

Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day and Birthdays!

Thank You, Vivian!
We are grateful for the generous donations made by Vivian Quiring. Vivian has been a 
resident of Circle Drive Special Care Home since April, 2013. Each year since making CDSCH 
her home, Vivian has contributed $20,000.00 toward our annual Harvest Dinner Gala. Thank 
you, Vivian, for your cheerful outlook on life and for your very generous nature! 
“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25



LEAVING A LEGACY TO CIRCLE DRIVE SPECIAL CARE HOME
(Charity #106929128RR0001)

 
q Please contact me about making a planned gift (through will, life insurance, stocks, RRSPs, trusts).
q Please contact me about becoming a monthly donor.
q I wish to make a donation toward resident care of  $50    $100    $500    $1000     $___________
q You have my permission to publish my name as a donor.
q Please email newsletters to me.  

Name:

Mailing Address:        Postal Code:

Telephone:     Email:

 Clip and mail form to Circle Drive Special Care Home or drop it off on your next visit.

Karen Lilly, Community Services Coordinator
3055 Preston Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7T 1C3

Phone 306 955 4800 ext. 23  Email: karen.lilly@saskatoonhealthregion.ca
 

Thank you for your support!

Raising funds for the  

Recreation area expansion 

Registration 8:00 am 
3055 Preston Avenue 

Saturday, June 9th 
Rain or shine 

Call 306 955 4800 for further 
information 

 
8:00 a.m.   
Walkers and rollers begin 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m.    
Pancake breakfast 

Entertainment by Larry Krause, Host of  
Timberline Music Show 
 
Door prizes! 

Walk & 
Roll-a-thon        

Circle Drive Special Care Home commits to honouring the spiritual, physical, mental, 
emotional and social needs of those entrusted to our care, in a Christian spirit.Our Mission:

Edward Dencsak
Ella Hoffer
Judith Gajadharsingh
Erna Martens
Raymond Haraldson
Valerie Johnson
Florence Summach

Marie Crossman
Shirley Rostek
Beulah “Bobby” McMillan
Madeline Hyland
William Born
Marie Mildenberger 
Frances Berg

In Loving Memory

Zella Hurd
Tina Peters
Anne Karpow
Bertha “Bertie” Cash
Florence Salway
Ronald Seib

Irene Ens
Elmer Harder
Wes Vanstone
Jean Bricker
Mary Patrick
Alton Barsness

Welcome to Your New Home!

SAVE THE DATE
Come hear Graham Dyck sing in the style of 
Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra, Harry Connick 
Jr. and Michael Bublé. Graham’s band, along 
with Maurice Drouin, will entertain us at 
our annual Harvest Dinner Gala on Friday, 
October 26. Call for tickets at 306 955 4800.


