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It’s hard to believe that 
in less than a month it 
will be Christmas. We’ve 
been fortunate so far that 
there haven’t been any 
major snow storms in our 
area. Well, at least up 
until my writing of this 
article. November was 
not bad but the snow in 
September was totally 
uncalled for.

We had a great time at 
our 18th Annual Harvest 

Dinner Gala. There was a diverse selection of silent 
auction items and the pies were incredible. Graham 
Dyck and his trio of musicians did an awesome job 
entertaining us with music from the likes of Sinatra 
and Bublé.

We had the privilege of touring around our facility 
the new Executive Director of Continuing Care in 
Saskatoon, Dalene Newton. There are many changes 
happening in Healthcare in Saskatchewan now that 
we are operating as one entity. With a project of 
this magnitude it’s going to take time to implement 
these changes. I’m in my ninth year here and it still 
amazes me that it takes our region eight months 
into our business year to tell us what our yearly 
budget is going to be. I’m not sure what we are 
going to do with the additional $636 we received 
in funding. (Yes, I’m being sarcastic) A lot of people 
think that healthcare is well funded. True if you’re 
a hospital or better yet a Children’s Hospital, but 
for long term care no such thing. Maybe if more 
families lobbied the government we might finally 
have a voice.

At Circle Drive Place it’s been really busy. We have 
just completed a six year project of replacing every 
window in our suites with high quality triple pane 
windows. By next June, all the low pitched roofing 
will have new 30 year shingles on, so we should 
be good for a while. We also started accepting 

applications through the month of September as it 
has been five years since we’ve taken applications. 
After four years of rezoning and getting various 
approvals we now own the land that our garages are 
on. That is truly a blessing.

At Circle Drive Special Care Home we have about 
118 staff members of which 10 of them are men. 
So, I thought it would be fun if we participated in 
Movember. Seven of us formed a team and started 
to grow moustaches, beards or some form of facial 
hair. After a week a couple of our male residents 
decided they would like to join our team and so we 
were nine.  Our team raised over $1200 for prostate 
cancer research. Thank you all that contributed to 
this worthy cause.

In closing I pray that this Christmas will bring you Joy 
and Happiness as you celebrate with your families. 
If you are traveling I pray that God will protect you 
from the risk takers out there. And I wish you all a 
Happy and Prosperous New year!

Many Blessings to you all!

~ Clint Kinchen, Administrator
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“We shall never know all the good that a simple smile can 
do” - Mother Teresa.

It’s easy for me to 
get excited about 
ideas and plans 
for things we can 
do here at Circle 
Drive Special Care 
Home in order to 
make life better 
for our residents. 
That’s not a bad 
thing. However, 

in the brief time I’ve been here in the role of Spiritual Care 
Provider, I have come to realize that some of the simplest 
things, like a smile, can be just as powerful and effective 
as some of the plans and ideas that I may have. 

In the rush and busyness of life, time has become a 
commodity that is in short supply. Yet here in long term 
care what our residents need most from those who care 
for them is…time. They need to be given time for their 
needs to be met, time for their ideas and stories to be 
heard and time for others to be present with them in this 
stage of their life journey. Another important need they 
have is for meaningful conversation and good friendships. 
They need us to give these things to them so that we can 
be part of relieving their loneliness and their sadness as 
well as to share in their joys and victories.

Here are some things that I am working on in giving time 
to our residents. It is such a pleasure to visit people one 
on one. Sometimes it’s just a brief “hello” conversation; 
other times it goes deeper. Although many of the 
residents do not remember my name or who I am, they 
recognize me as someone familiar and friendly, someone 
who has time to chat. 

Each Tuesday morning we have a Bible Study. The group 
of people who attend share their thoughts and ideas on 
the scripture we are studying and spur each other on in 
their faith. These are resilient folk who carry on with life 
in great hope and faith. I wish I could tell you how much I 

have learned from these people of God.

As part of our monthly communion service, we have a 
memorial time for any residents who may have passed 
away that month. It is a time for us to remember that 
person together and to say a respectful goodbye. 
Residents are encouraged to share their thoughts and 
memories of this friend who has passed on. A memorial 
table is set up near the nurses’ station for residents, 
staff and family to take a moment of remembrance. A 
sympathy card is also available on the table for everyone 
to sign and send condolences to the family who has lost a 
loved one. 

I have begun attending the annual care conferences as 
much as possible, finding it a good time to connect with 
family as well as getting to know a bit more about the 
residents. I am enjoying getting to know families of our 
residents and am looking forward to meeting more of you 
in the days to come.

Palliative Care training teaches us that there are “last 
things” to say to our loved ones. I personally believe that 
the following words should be spoken to each other in 
every stage of our lives to promote healthy relationships 
and meaningful conversation. I would encourage you to 
use them:

Thank you
I’m sorry
Forgive me
I forgive you
I love you

As we approach 
this Christmas 
season let’s make 
some of our 
gifts to those we 
love be the simple, life giving gifts of time, a smile, kind 
words, and expressions of our love. 

Noreen Aasen

Spiritual Care Provider.

The Edelweiss Ballroom at the German Cultural Centre 
was filled with our wonderful supporters to celebrate our 
18th annual Harvest Dinner Gala! We were entertained 
by Graham Dyck, Maurice Drouin, Barry Redford and 
Grant Currie. The silent auction items attracted spirited 
competition and the dessert auction saw several pies 
purchased, sliced, shared, and resubmitted for another 
round to the highest bidder. In addition to the auctions, 
the offering envelopes on the tables were overflowing with 
donations.

Over $10,000.00 was 
raised. The funds will 
allow us to enhance the 
high standard of care we 
provide our residents by 
funding additional nursing 
staff, beyond what the 
health region covers. We 
give God the glory!

Harvest Dinner Gala 

Spiritual Care



It’s beginning to look like Christmas! We are so grateful to 
the Housekeeping crews who have decorated our home 
so beautifully. They produce so much joy for our residents 
and our staff. We have a month of choirs, children, Christ-
mas cookies and lots of great programs of Christmas Joy as 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are happy to announce that Delanie, one of our Rec-
reation staff, had a baby boy weighing 9 lbs. 2 oz. whose 
name is Noah. All of the residents are excited to be his 
grandparents and we are excited to see our little boy. 
While Delanie is on maternity leave, we are delighted to 
have Melanie Effa step in. She is very gifted in so many 
ways.

We have enjoyed several excursions to the Festival of Trees 
and to the Enchanted Forest. The Family Christmas Dinner 
is on December 12 and we hope to see a lot of you there 
with us. As many of our new residents are computer whiz-
zes, on our Wish List we are looking for a computer for the 
residents and an iPad for individual use. Thank you to all of 
our wonderful volunteers and family members who bring 
so much joy to our programs.

Merry Christmas and may you all be richly blessed with 
good health and joy!

Adriana Van Duyvendyk
Recreation Supervisor

Garnet Siemens and his dog, Java, have visited the care 
home faithfully for more than five years. Java is devoted to 
Garnet and is very well trained. Garnet can place a treat on 
Java’s nose or on a resident’s knee and Java will only eat the 
treat when Garnet says the “magic word”. This thrills the 
residents, who try to guess the magic word. 

One of our centenarians, who was blind and deaf, wanted 
to hear Java bark. Typically Java gives a quiet woof. This 
time Java’s healthy bark lifted Gladys a few inches in her 
chair. Gladys broke into a big smile, laughed and pointed 
to her good ear and said the sound travelled all the way 
through and came out the other side. She was delighted.

Java can at times surprise the residents with her tricks, but 
Garnet received his own surprise while visiting with one of 
our elderly residents. In the course of the conversation it 
dawned on Garnet that “Miss Martens” was his Grade One 
teacher about fifty years ago.

Garnet and his wife Charlyne built a home, raised two sons, 
planted a huge vegetable garden which includes fruit trees, 
and started a honey business on a piece of raw land near 
Saskatoon. Garnet’s beekeeping business keeps him very 
busy in the summertime and he shares the honey with 

many of the care 
home staff. Garnet 
and Charlyne 
recently returned 
from a trip to 
Europe. Their son, 
Scott, married his 
Austrian bride, 
Stefanie, in Vienna.

Garnet and Java 
are a great team. 
Garnet’s booming 
voice invites a response as he stops at each resident’s door. 
If someone is having a sad day, Java cheers them up with 
her gentle, unconditional love. On one occasion, a resident 
who started the visit by kicking at Java ended the visit 
smiling and petting Java.

We are blessed that Garnet and Java share their time with 
us. Ephesians 2:10 says: “For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” 

Meet the Volunteers

Christmas Activities



Circle Drive Special Care Home commits to honouring the spiritual, physical, mental, 
emotional and social needs of those entrusted to our care, in a Christian spirit.Our Mission:

LEAVING A LEGACY TO CIRCLE DRIVE SPECIAL CARE HOME
(Charity #106929128RR0001)

 
q Please contact me about making a planned gift (through will, life insurance, stocks, RRSPs, trusts).
q Please contact me about becoming a monthly donor.
q I wish to make a donation toward resident care of  $50    $100    $500    $1000     $___________
q You have my permission to publish my name as a donor.
q Please email newsletters to me.  

Name:

Mailing Address:        Postal Code:

Telephone:     Email:

 Clip and mail form to Circle Drive Special Care Home or drop it off on your next visit.
 

Karen Lilly, Community Services Coordinator
3055 Preston Avenue, Saskatoon, SK S7T 1C3

Phone 306 955 4800 ext. 23  Email: karen.lilly@saskatoonhealthregion.ca
 

Thank you for your support!

The CD solarium is used by residents and their families, 
nursing students and their instructors, and individuals who 
crave the warmth of the noonday sun. In January residents 
gather to watch curling on TV. Sometimes the solarium 
is transformed with balloons, banners, streamers and 
good food when a resident is celebrating an anniversary 
or a significant birthday. At times the solarium is used for 
palliative care. At the end of life, many visitors come by 
and the room is inviting and roomy enough to wheel in a 
bed.

The solarium roof has been leaking and is in need of repair. 
After 32 years, the wallpaper and windows need to be 
replaced. New blinds, flooring, furniture and fixtures are 
required. The estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.00.

The solarium opens onto the Shalom Courtyard, which 
has already been completed. The Courtyard is an outdoor 
space where residents are free to go unaided, as it is a 
safe, enclosed sanctuary intended for quiet reflection and 
prayer. It is surrounded by flowers and shrubs with two 
mature evergreens for shade. A fountain beckons visitors 
and a fireplace extends the life of the area into the evening 
and into the fall. In wintertime, Christmas lights twinkle in 
the trees.

Donations from our annual Walk and Roll-a-Thon fundraiser 
in June will be designated for the CD Solarium. We 
encourage you to get involved by walking, collecting 
pledges, or just joining us for a $5 pancake breakfast.

We are a faith-based home. We praise God for every gift 
and we pray that funds will be forthcoming to update our 
solarium.

CD Solarium

We welcome submissions 
for our newsletter 
featuring life stories of 
any of our residents that 
families would like to 
share with us.

Many of you have commented 
on our facebook page “Circle 
Drive Special Care Home”. 
“Like” our page to stay up to 
date on our many activities 
and events!



DONOR RECOGNITION 
Circle Drive Special Care Home thanks the following donors 

for their generous financial contributions over the years
Compassionate Visionary 
(over $25,000)
Mel and Colleen 

Dahlseide
Kay Eyre
Kinsmen Foundation Inc.
Vivian Quiring
Saskview Farms
Service Canada

Director’s Circle 
($10,000 - $24,999)
Lloyd and Noreen Aasen
Carman and Diane Berg
Cornell Beuker
Herb and Myrtle Davis
Carol Doerksen
Ron and Sharon Hodges
Mary Matiko
Marjorie McMillan
Edna Menzies
Potash Corporation
Saskatoon Community 

Foundation
Robert and Sandra 

Stromberg
Ed and Darlene Swiderski
Vivian Whitney

Leader in Care 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Blake and Betty Anderson
Roy Ardell
Marianne Bos
Circle Drive Alliance 

Church
Circle Drive Place Senior 

Residents
Shelley Clark
George Cook
Daryl Cooper
Estate of Anne Dyson
Estate of Ernest Albert 

Drewlo
Ivan and Brenda Eyre
Peter and Anne Isaak
Anne Karpow
Clint and Brenda Kinchen
Marie Kononoff
Ben and Ivy Krahn
Lowell and Win Loewen
Allan Mayoh
Larry and Jacqueline 

Michta
Pichler Development 

Corporation
Douglas and Mary Pichler
Dorothy Rependa
Muriel Romancia
Roset By Reid

Sustainer of Care 
$2,500 - $4,999
Mary Anderson
Terry and Joanne Ardell
Elna Balcombe
Ken and Faith Bayly

Herman Berg
Lillian Briggs
Daphne Chase
Shirley Crawford
Brent and Jane Dahlseide
Bruce Davis
Tim Dillon
Helen Dirks
Leonard and Sheila Enns
Brad and Jackie Ens
Ethel Ens
Arnold and Joan Eyre
Wayne Eyre
Maurice (Mike) Foster
Marilyn Fulford
Bert Harman
Jo-Anne Haugen
Vera Juss
David Klatt
Garth Klatt
Norman and Darlene 

Klinger
Herta Koop
Karen Lilly
Blair and Lynne 

MacPherson
Majestic Cabinets
Lorne and Sonia Misouri
Jack Newman
Beverley Obrigewitsch
Joyce Olson 
Wayne Olson
Antonia Peters
Ralph and Jennifer Quick
Henry and Edna Ratzlaff
Arthur and Lois Rein
Florence Salway
Fern Sawchuk
Jack and Irene Scott
Phil and Gladie Sollid
Terry and Lois Summach
W. James Fenton M.D.
Leo and Kathryn van Dam
Adriana Van Duyvendyk
Bill Wilkening

Partners in Care  
($1,000 - $2,499)
Peter and Vera Abramoff
Cameron and Florence 

Archibald
Ron Arnold
Dr. Neil Barber
Allen and Eleanor 

Beaumont
Robin and Morgan 

Bellamy
Freda Bergren
Sharon Bibby
William Bleie
Martha Blum
Brian Kelly Holdings Ltd.
Jean Bridge
Duane and Leona Broste
Brenda Brown
Albert Burfitt
Centennial 360

Trevor Close
Cor-Ben Construction
Greg and Wendy Crawford
David Sim and Jean Yat 

Yip
Reid Davis
Klaas and Ruth de Rooy
Walter Dick and Eleanor 

Hundeby
Warren and Lynn Dittmer
Dr. Neil C. Barber 

Chiropractic Prof. Corp.
Clifford and Agnes Dyck
Earl’s Pharmacy
Evelyn Edwards
Elmer and Cathy Enns
Tedd and Joanne Epp
Estate of Ella Roberts
Estate of Grace Nickel
Estate of Susanna Hamm
Gladys Fjeld
Ken and Irene Froese
Elmer Harder
Henry Harder
W.J. (Vern) Harder
Eileen and Barry Hertz
John and Carol Heystek
Henry and Helen Isaak
Ian Isaak
ISC (Information Services 

Corporation)
Helen Janzen
Therese Janzen
Carol Jenson
Bruce and Colleen 

Johnston
Margaret Karapita
Anne Kearnan
Carol Kearnan
Erika and Roy Klinger
Boyd and Sylvia Lampman
Ernest and Martha Lepp
Ted Makeechak
Doug and Dianne Martin
Marilyn McCaul
Robert McWhirter
Martha Michta
Don and Sandy Morgan
Sarah Morgan
Mourning Glory Funeral 

Services
Violet Nemanishen
Tina Neufeld
Edna Niessen
Olga Olenko
John Paley
William and Darlene Paul
James and Deanna Peters
Myra Powell
Emily Quiring
Terry and Denyse Rapsey
Delmar and Elizabeth 

Ratzlaff
Ron and Edith Regehr
Lois Rein
Richard Riel
Ella Roberts

Rod and Joan Rostek
Gloria Sabah
Sawatzky Farms
Gilbert and Rita Schmidt
Darrell and Anita 

Schroeder
Brian Scott
Merlin and Carla Seier
Janice Semelman
Glen and Gail Stephenson
Ken Stephenson
Gladys Still
Lois Suderman
Brad and Sandra Traill
Willie Unger
Adrie and Arie Van 

Duyvendyk
Ben and Michelle 

Vanderkooi
Ellie Warkentin
Woody Wells
Lorna Whelan
Marshall and Linda 

Whelan
Frank and Edith Wiebe

Caring Friend 
($500 - $999)
Barbara Andres
Dale Ardell, M.D.
Jim and Linda Ball
Dorothy Barton
Jim Berg
Joe and Lynn Bernath
Makram Boctor
Josephine Broten
Joan Burback
Martin and Debra Cammer
Hugh and June Cathcart
Marian Chappel
Arthur and Catherine 

Corbin
Cary and Karin Corbin
Lillian Cotelle
Ed Decker
Ken Decker
Rene Dickman
Helen Dirks
Kevin and Ruth Doell
Dr. Ken Bayly Medical
Kazimierz and Kathleen 

Dziadul
David and Dawn Epp
Bruce and Edith Erickson
Estate of Ella Roberts
Edward and Verona Fox
Carol Fraser
Kent Friesen
David Froese
Frontline Truck & Trailer
Laura Giesbrecht
Anne Grant
Bruce Green
Leonard and Janice 

Halderman
Pauline Ham
Susanna Hamm

Harman Poultry Farm Ltd.
Phyllis Hatlelid
Clare and Evangeline 

Heagy
Dorothy Hudson
Bruce and Colleen 

Johnston
Elaine Johnson
Anne Kearnan
Olga Kepler
Mary Walder Knapp
Calvin and Bev Knutson
Eric and Lisa Krieg
Nellie Lenko
Sandra Loewen
Isabel MacDonald
Leonard and Delcie 

Marion
Ben and Natalie 

Maruschak
R.G. Mathews
Brian Nemanishen
Wendell and Penelope 

Neufeld
Tina Neufeld
Mike Obrigewitsch
Dennis and Melissa Ong
Ron Onishenko
Anna Pacik
Erwin Patkau
Agnes Peters
Edwin and Della Peters
Patti Pfeifer
David Pickering
Irene Piguet
Reg Quiring
Richard and Laurel Reich
Arthur and Erna Reimer
Candace Remai
Marion Restorick
Ella Roberts
Jim and Cosy Romanuk
Melvin and Karen Rommel
Katherine Rostek
Malcolm and Jean 

Rutherford
Marilyn Sauer
Katie Schick
Emma Schultz
Harold and Deb Shutiak
Brian and Shelly 

Stevenson
Anne Stus
Robert Templeton
Brad and Sandra Traill
Rick and Kim Van 

Duyvendyk
Gary and Rose Viden
Dorothy Wall
Kevin and Ann Waugh
Woody Wells

Legacy Endowment
Suzanne Yip and 
 Ivan Jen



Care for the Whole Person

We are extremely privileged to serve here at Circle Drive Special Care Home in an 
atmosphere of love, caring and Christian faith. We provide a high standard of care 

because of the generosity of our donors who, like us, believe our residents deserve the 
best of care.  Your financial support allows us the opportunity to make 

improvements for the benefit of our residents.
 

Once again, we will recognize your year end gift on our Giving Tree.  
"The Giving Tree" is an allegory, written by Shel Silverstein, that symbolizes a life spent 

performing acts of selfless giving.  During this Christmas season as we 
celebrate Jesus' birth, we recognize those who, through their donations, 

choose to make a difference at Circle Drive Special Care Home.
 

When we receive your year end gift, your name will be placed on an 
ornament and hung on our Giving Tree located near our front entrance,

 
Please accept our warmest thanks for all that you have given.

 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and many blessings in the New Year.

 
Board of Directors, Management and Staff

Circle Drive Special Care Home 


